Purpose of the study: Transportation of clinical specimens for laboratory confirmation of Buruli ulcer to local reference laboratories or abroad usually takes time and can not always be done under refrigerated conditions. Difficulties in transportation in BU endemic regions often result in delays before samples can be handled in the laboratory. The impact of the delay before microbiological analysis on primary culture of M. ulcerans was investigated. 
Conclusion:
We can conclude that the semi-solid transport method used is very robust for clinical specimens from patients with Buruli ulcer that, due to circumstances, can not be timely analysed. This transport medium is thus very useful for the confirmation of diagnosis of Buruli ulcer in specimens collected in the field.
